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General Meetings 
General meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday of the month in the basement of 
the First Presbyterian Church, 8th and 
Monroe in Corvallis.  Social at 7 PM, 
meeting at 7:30 PM.  No regular meeting 
in January.  Our next meeting will be 
December 8 “at the Watershed Fly 
Shop” across from Fred Meyers on 2085 
Buchanan Ave. (note: one can park 
across the street on the Fred Meyer 
parking lot on the north side of Fred’s.  

Board Meeting 
Board meetings are usually held on the 
first Tuesday of the month, but we don’t 
meet over the summer. 
 

�"!'�!'&�
December Meeting 
Watershed Fly Shop 
Reflections on the Deschutes River 
Fall on the John Day River 
Conservation Corner 
�

Tight Lines
 
Our long, hot, dry summer seems like a distant 
memory already.  Unfortunately several of our 
outings were cancelled or changed, but we did 
manage to get in a bit of fishing in spite of the 
weather.  In particular, the Willamette float from 
Harrisburg to Cartney Park proved to be very 
reliable.  I'm looking forward to a better season in 
2016.  Our Outings Committee will meet in January 
to plan events for the year.  Everyone is welcome 
to attend this planning meeting.  Stay tuned for 
details. 
 
The Board is gearing up for our annual banquet on 
January 22nd, 2016. Mona Soot and her crew will 
be serving up another fine meal at Lewisburg 
Hall.  Our speaker will be Rick Hafelel (see below). 
Tickets will be $30 and will be available at 
Watershed Fly Shop and at the December club 
meeting. We are looking for donations for the 
silent auction. If you have something to 
donate, please contact Rod Kaiser or me and let 
us know what you are donating. A dozen flies in 
a nice box always are well received. Donated items 
mean that the club keeps 100% of the proceeds. 
This is a great fundraiser for us so please consider 
a donation. Also note that non-fishing items are 
encouraged especially handcrafted items.  Steve 
Stratton 
 
 
 
�
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    Fall 

Annual Banquet January 
22, 

Lewisberg Hall 
 

Speaker: Writer, fisherman, and 
aquatic biologist Rick Hafelel 

 
Fishing through the year from 

Wyoming, BC, Oregon, Chile, etc. 



DDecember Meeting Presentation: 
2015 Drought Impacts on the 

Willamette River Basin 
 

Elise Kelley, ODFW Fish Biologist 
 

NOTE: the December meeting will be held at the Watershed Fly Shop across from 
Fred Meyers on 2085 Buchanan Ave. (parking is available across the street on the 
Fred Meyer parking lot on the north side of Fred’s. 

 

Please Pay Your 2016 
Membership Dues 

 
The majority of our dues go towards paying speaker expenses.   

All the work in the club is done by volunteers 
 

 

Watershed Fly Shop
News and Upcoming Events 

                          Owner: Troy Haselip  
          2085 NW Buchanan St., Corvallis, OR 97330, 
                          shop@watershedflyshop.com 
 
*We are doing a trade in program where we take old fly 
tackle(rods and reels mainly) and sell it on our Ebay store and 
give the customer shop credit.  

 
*Black Friday sale where we are giving away a half dozen trout flies if you spend 

$50 or more. 
 

*The shop also offers casting lessons, tying lessons, guided trips, and a Blog on 
the latest fishing news; so check out our website: www.watershedflyshop.com 
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RReflections on the Deschutes: 
Biased perspective of a fisherman 

 
Photo from one of my favorite campsites 

 
Like many who know the Deschutes River, I have concerns about the rivers future.  
Two dams below and two dams above, hundreds of gill nets, significantly reduced 
spawning area and what remains often in poor condition, elevated nutrients from 
fertilizers, introduce aquatic plant and animal species, a large portion of the 
watershed in poor condition, global warming, etc.  And, now concerns about the 
recent management of water release at Pelton Dam that has increased down-flow 
water temperatures.  The presentation by an ODFW fish biologist for our 
November meeting was very interesting and informative.  One thing that came out 
was the frustration of the relatively poor results to date on getting fish into the 
upper historic spawning grounds.  Another point was, that based on fish counts, 
numbers of both Deschutes native and hatchery steelhead have not changed (nor 
the redbands) since new management started changing down-river water 
temperatures, despite opinions (including myself) that the river is not fishing like it 
use to.   
 
So why has fishing for steelhead become more challenging in the past 5 years?  
Many fishermen have blamed the nets, which do significantly reduce fish numbers, 
but have been in place for decades.  Others blame the new management and often 
both.  What plays out in the future may tell us a more complete story, but I am 
convinced the reason for the recent drop in steelhead catch on the Deschutes is 
the reduced number of strays coming into the river as a result of the warmer 
temperatures, that in some years outnumbered the Deschutes fish 3-to-1.  What 
draws these fish into the river (only temporarily) is the cooler flow of the Deschutes 
compared to the often-warmer waters of the Columbia.  Besides less fish this also 
means less of the larger Idaho B-run steelhead (28 to 32+ inches) that come into 
the river in late September, October, and November.   



 
From a fishing standpoint that is not a good thing.   Ecologically (?) we really don’t 
know.  One of the primary objectives of the new water release is to attain flows 
more similar to historic flows (in this case the 1950s).  However, apparently there 
has been little thought as to how this has been impacting the aquatic ecosystem 
below the dams.  Is it better, no effect, or worse?  This to me is the more important 
question.  I have worked as an ecologist and biologist my entire professional 
career and know that we will not go back to historic conditions and historic 
conditions in reality were a moving target not a set point of conditions.  Just prior to 
Eurasian settlement the Little Ice Age, a 500-year cool period ended, followed by a 
relatively wet period from the late 1800s through 1917.  In fact 1905-1917 was very 
wet throughout the western US.  So in addition to the 1950s being a moving target, 
the Deschutes is currently impacted by numerous non-historic conditions and 
disturbances.  I guess I was rather taken back by the naivety that changing 
temperature flows to 1950 conditions should be a good thing and not taking into 
account the interaction of one piece of management among a vast array of other 
non-historic conditions.  An old time ecologist   stated that: “Not only are 
ecosystems more complicated than we think, they are more complicated then we 
can think”.    
 
So from an ecologist perspective the problem is complicated and we need to 
monitor how water management impacts the aquatic system, which includes more 
than just counting fish. 
 
From a fisherman’s perspective; I sure miss those strays, especially the Idaho B-
run fish.  Rick Miller 
 

10-lb Idaho B-run fish caught on the Deschutes 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fishing Reports 
Fall on The John Day River 

 
Lone fishermen on the John Day dwarfed by the towering canyon walls. 

 
The undammed John Day River, 284 miles long, is the third longest free flowing 
river in the continental United States.  Other than some possible strays, the river is 
home to native populations of steelhead and Chinook salmon in addition to a more 
recently introduced population of smallmouth bass.  The highly variable river flows 
are mostly floated in the spring and early summer when they are adequate to take 
a boat down and water temperatures warm up enough for the bass to become 
active.  However, in the fall a few hardy souls float the river in late October and 
November, braving the strong canyon winds and potentially cold temperatures.  
This time of year draw those afflicted with an addiction called steelhead.  Late in 
the fall when flows become adequate steelhead begin working their way up river 
from the Columbia.  Several club members, Todd Brown, Dan Bean, and myself, 
and Glenn a friend of Todd’s signed up for a 5 day 50-mile guided trip to learn the 
lay of the river, for a possible future do-it-yourself trip.  We were scheduled to go 
last year, but the trip was cancelled (to our great relief) as a result of the river 
freezing over. We would have been experiencing single-digit morning temperatures 
and highs in the mid-teens.   The canyon itself was fantastic.  But this year water 
conditions, though clear, were too low.  We banged and dragged the boats down 
the river.  There were only a few fish in the river.  Most were likely still kegged up 
at the mouth where they have to go over Tumwater Falls.   We did manage to hook 
and land 3 fish, and 1 lost.  Will we go next year on our own?  Well it will depend 
on water levels and the weather.  Rick Miller 



 

This ClackaCraft fiberglass boat took a beating in the low flows 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Above: Two of the four fish we managed to hook.   
Below: Lunch stop and Glenn fishing the cliff shadows 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Glenn, Dan, and Todd trying to warm up by the fire after a cool day on the river. 
Below: Uncharacteristic stillness in the canyon  

Small John Day steelhead, bright but 
with a tinge of characteristic green, 

different than their neighbors downriver 
in the Deschutes�



CConservation Corner  by George Long 
 
�Fish come and go, but it is the memory of the afternoons on the stream that 
endure.� By E. Donnall Thomas
 
Fall rains have come and we hope snow will fall in the mountains and persist this winter. 
Climate change is one of the important topics in the media at the moment. We all know 
how difficult this last summer was for steam flow and fishing in general. Here is a recent
and interesting article that you may or may not have seen from the Gazette Times. It is a 
telling article for how climate change could affect us in the coming years.  
http://www.gazettetimes.com/eedition/page-a/page_38d6cf2c-cb24-5433-b82f-
0d4bd083fbb3.html (find: Experts Forecast NW Water Woes) 

There is a local waterway in Corvallis that many of us cross almost every day. But 
chances are that many of us might not know it even exists. It is the Corvallis Mill Race that 
snakes through South Corvallis. Below is an article by the Benton Soil and Water 
Conservation District on this historic waterway. In addition to this article, the Marys River 
Watershed Council has a wonderful Power Point slide show on the mill race. It can be
found here: http://staticweb.fsl.orst.edu/sollins/corvallismillrace.htm. Enjoy. 
 
Industry Generated by the Corvallis Mill Race 
By Regina Southworth 

The Mill Race runs north 
east from the Marys River 
near the Marysville Golf 
Course to the BMX park by 
the First Alternative Co-op. 
A short stream runs through 
South Corvallis that helped 
the original town of 
Marysville find its roots. 
Many people see it every 
day without realizing its 
past significance or thinking 

about its current role. This stream, known simply as the Mill Race, flows under a 
bridge on Highway 99W by SE Lilly Avenue and Corvallis Furniture. Until recently, I 
had no idea that it was significantly restructured 165 years ago to provide power to 
businesses. This fact gives the Mill Race the distinction of being the oldest 
constructed feature used in the settlement and industrialization of Marysville (2). 
Before settlers came in and remodeled the landscape, South Corvallis was mostly 
a wet prairie. The Marys River overflowed its banks in times of high water and 
spread out over the South Corvallis prairie, forming corridors of wet prairie as the 
water drained away (5). One of these seasonal waterways crossed the land from 
the Marys River near where the golf course is today to the Willamette just 
upstream of the mouth of the Marys. In the mid-1800s, Joseph C. Avery included 
this drainage corridor in his land claim because of its industrial potential (3). 



That area now occupied by the Mill Race 
was wet prairie before settlement. © D. 
White 
 
In the fall of 1850, Avery and his business 
partner, Solomon K. Brown, had Chinese 
laborers deepen the natural corridor by 
hand and dammed the Marys River to divert 
water into the mile long ditch (1). And so the 
Mill Race was born. The term “mill race” is 
defined as a current of water that turns a 
waterwheel. The flowing water provided 
power for Avery’s sawmill, which was built 
near the confluence of the Mill Race and the 
Willamette River and was the first mill in the 
area (2). “Avery’s Dam,” made of stone and 
logs, washed out twice within the next two 
winters, but was rebuilt both times (1).  In 
1855, Avery added a grist mill to the property to grind grain into flour. Corvallis was 
the head of steamboat navigation on the Willamette River and Benton County flour 
was in high demand. The grist mill was sold twice before burning down in 1873, but 
the convenient location and power provided by the Mill Race were too significant to 
be ignored. In 1875 a new mill, named the Corvallis Flouring Mill, was operating at 
the site of the old grist mill (2). Chinese laborers were hired again, this time to 
straighten the Mill Race with horse-drawn equipment (3). 

Fischer’s Flour Mill. Benton County Historical Society and Museum Collection 
(Harriet Moore collection) #1990-068.1298 
 
By 1880 Henry F. Fischer had bought all shares of the Corvallis Flouring Mill.  
Fischer was an early Corvallis mega-businessman. He was born in Germany, 
immigrated to Illinois with his family at age 4, and learned how to make flour at his 



father’s wind-powered flourmill. He brought his family west with him to Benton 
County in a railroad freight car in 1877 (4). Under his management, in 1891 the mill 
was producing 125 barrels of flour a day (2). He also farmed land on Fischer 
Island, across the river and to the northeast of Willamette Park. When Henry 
Fischer died in 1902, his sons took over the business and managed the properties 
(4). 

 
Picture of Dam on Marys River 
at Mill Race Inlet ca. 1915. 
Courtesy of Benton County 
Historical Museum. 
 
In the 1900s, development of 
the area and the mill 
continued. By 1912, a brick 
building several stories high 
was built over the Mill Race to 
house three water-powered 
turbines (3). A boat house had 
been built in the creek just 
south of a railroad spur that led 

to the mill, and a concrete overflow flume channeled the millrace from the mill into 
the Willamette (2). Even with all this industrial growth, the Mill Race and lower 
Marys River were still used recreationally. Residents canoed and rafted down the 
Marys River, sometimes sliding down the dam or diving into the pool below. 
 
The Fischers were forced to close down the flourmill in 1920 during the depression 
that followed World War I (4). The mill was restructured and reopened in 1924, 
producing feed and seed rather than flour. The mill was renamed Valley Milling 
Company in 1938, and produced livestock feeds and flour under the brand name 
Snoflite. In 1942, like Avery’s mill before it, Fischer’s mill burned down after 65 
years of almost continual operation (2). 
 
Yet another factory, Chapman Manufacturing, was built by 1947 at the previous 
Fischer mill site. Ralph Chapman invented and produced “Chapco Board,” a type 
of paneling made from wood chips (2). The dam at the headwaters of the Mill Race 
was rebuilt again for Chapman’s plant, and included a fish ladder (1). Other 
businesses opened up southwest of the old mill property near where Crystal Lake 
Storage is located today. In 1947 the Western Milling Company, managed by 
Stanley Wilt, was producing feed and seed there. On the same site Lester Harvey 
operated the Dog Face Lumber Company, using water from the Mill Race for a log 
pond (2). 
The area that had been occupied by mills for so many years is currently home to 
Hollingsworth and Vose (H&V), producers of specialized glass microfiber. H&V 
was known as Evanite Fiber Corporation until 2012. In 1978, Trichloroethylene 
(TCE), a carcinogenic solvent, spilled at Evanite. TCE contamination in the soil 
under Evanite was found by a contractor installing a culvert for the Mill Race in 
1985. Contaminated soil was removed and a 0.7 acre concrete cap was placed 
over the spill site (6). Hollingsworth and Vose continues to work with the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) Cleanup Program to remediate soil 



and groundwater contamination 
found at the plant. DEQ is 
accepting public comments until 
June 1, 2015 about a newly 
proposed environmental cleanup 
strategy. Click here for more 
information about the TCE 
cleanup (7). Evanite is not the 
sole source of TCE 
contamination. Several other 
TCE locations have been 
identified in South Corvallis; 
however, not all responsible 
parties are known. DEQ 
continues to monitor and has an 
open investigation. 
 
In this aerial view from 1940, both the dam on the Marys River at the inlet of the 
Mill Race and the straight channel that empties into the Willamette are visible. 
Image courtesy of the City of Corvallis. 
 

New Book:: Fly Fishing Oregon’s Crooked 
River   by John Anderson 

Hello: I am John Anderson, a 20-year member of the Central Oregon Flyfishers 
writing to inform you that my new book on fly-fishing the Crooked River was 
recently published.  The title is: Fly Fishing Oregon's Crooked River: Insect Drift 
and Seasonal Fish Diets as a Guide to Successful Fly Fishing.  I am a retired 
entomologist who has spent many years studying the macro-invertebrates and fly 
fishing many days throughout the year on this desert 
river.   The book price is $21.95 and I ask $5.00 to 
cover the cost of Shipping & Handling via 
USPS.  Contact John at 541-385-8693 or 
jranderson@bendbroadband.com. My home address is: 
61040 Minaret Circle, Bend, OR 97702.For more 
information see link below:  
 
The book covers topics including Crooked River bugs, 
their ecology related to catching fish, flies and 
techniques, life history of the bugs and mimicking for 
trout, recommended fly patterns. 
 
 
 

 
 

 



MWFF Trip Schedule 2015 
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March 20-22 Takenich Lake Campground/Elbow Lake Ron Larson  
    
April 9-12 Lake Lenore, Washington Jim Hemming Dates include two 

days of  travel 
    
May 8-11 Metolius River, Allen Springs 

Campground 
  

    
June 13-14 Deschutes river, Warm Springs to Trout 

Creek 
Jim Russell Ron Perry to bring 

flatbed trailer 
    
July 7 Sporting Flies Picnic Jim Hemming 

Ron Perry 
 

    
July 17-19 Chewaucan or Gold Lake  Steve 

Stratton 
Destination depends 
on water levels in 
Chewaucan 

    
Aug 7-9 Williamson river Dale Lyster  
    
Aug 28-30 East Lake Duane Higley  
    
Sept 16-18  Blitzen River George Long  
    
Oct 10 Willamette River Harrisburg to Courtney  Dan Bean  
    
Oct 24 Siltetz River, Moonshine Park Jim Russell Salmon & Steelhead 

 
Linn Benton Fly Fishers 

Trip Schedule 2015 
Place Trip Leader 
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LBF Board Contact Numbers: Steve Schuttpelz 541-207-7899; Ron Steagall 541-928-
9374; Bob Burke 541-258-536; Al Barr 541- 327-7888; Dennis Ashenfelter 541-926-
2255;or Don Holton 541-752-0401 



 

Fly Fishing Resources 
Watershed Fly Shop 
2085 NW Buchanan St, Corvallis, 
Oregon 97330 
shop@watershedflyshop.com 
Call: 541-207-3790 

Two Rivers Fly Shop 
204 First Ave W Albany, OR 97321  
www.tworiversflyshop.biz  
trfs@live.com  
541 967-9800 

 
Online Resources for Fly Tying and General Information 

 
Fly Anglers online http://www.flyanglersonline.com    
 
West Fly http://www.west-fly-fishing.com/cgi-bin/home (the seasonal hatch charts 
for individual waters are especially helpful) 
 
Hatches free online fly tying magazine (tips, materials, information, & great pics ) 
(http://hatchesmagazine.com/blogs/Hatches/category/ray-bergman-collection/ ) 
 
Fly tying & fishing site http://globalflyfisher.com  
 
Author Marv Taylor; great information source on still water fishing 
http://flyanglersonline.com/features/lakes/archive.php  
 
YouTube (great site for watching different patterns being tied) 
 
Classic Trout Fly Fishing  http://www.classictrout.com/    
 
NW Rivers Forecast  http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/   the place to check on current 
river levels 
 
FFF clubwire newsletter www.fedflyfishers.org  

TThe trout-stocking schedule can be found aat:
�
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/trout_stocking_schedules/2011/northwest/2011
oast_Stocking_Sites.pdf 
�



MID-WILLAMETTE FLY FISHERS CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP FORM   

 
2016 MEMBERSHIP DUES  

Calendar Year:    $25.00 
Dues for 2015 need to be paid by February 28, 2016 

Please mail this completed statement with your payment to: 
Mid-Willamette Fly Fishers Club 

P.O. Box 22 
Corvallis, OR 97339 

 

DATE PAID      __________________   AMOUNT PAID ______________ 
 

Pursuant to ARTICLE VI of the Bylaws:  Hold Harmless Agreement  

SECTION 6.01.  General Conditions.  All activities arranged by or for the Mid-
Willamette Fly Fishers Club are for the convenience and pleasure of the members and 
their guests who desire to participate.  However, The Club does not assume any 
responsibility for the well being or safety of the participants or passengers or their 
property in any matters pertaining to said tours and other activities.  Members and their 
guests participate at their own risk and shall not hold the Club or its “agents” responsible 
in any way.  
SECTION 6.03.  Terms and Conditions.  As a condition of acceptance of a membership 
application by the Board of Directors, and participation in the events and activities of The Club, 
each member shall affirm in writing that she/he; (i) assumes all risks associated with events or 
activities arranged for or by The Club, including property loss or damage, personal injury, or 
death, and (ii) agrees to hold harmless and indemnify The Club’s “agents” from any loss or claim 
in connection with arranged events and activities, and; (iii) understands this agreement is binding 
upon their heirs, assigns, legal representatives and others, and that none of them will make any 
claim against or sue The Club or its “agents”.    
 
I agree to the Article VI, Hold Harmless Agreement, and understand the Terms and Conditions of 
the Bylaws. 
 
X    ______________________________________ 
                                        Signature 
 
Print Name ________________________________        
 
New Membership ______ Renewal _____ 
 



Please complete the following if you are a new member or 
information has changed. 
 
Address:        
____________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _______________  State ________ Zip ____________ 
 
Phone:  _____________________ email: __________________________ 
 
Committee Preference:  Club members are actively encouraged to participate in club 
committees.   
Please select one or more from the list below: 

� Auction 
� Conservation        
� Education 
� Fly Tying Expo  
� Outings                 Favorite Outings? (Location / Type / Activity) 
� Picnic 
� Program   What kinds of speakers would be most interesting? 
� Raffle 
� Banquet 
� Newsletter 

 
 

Additional MWFF Family Membership Detail 
$2 for each additional member 

 
Print name: _______________________ 
 
Contact information (if different): 
Address: _________________________________ 
City: ______________ State: _____   Zip: ________ 
Phone: ______________ e-mail:________________ 
 

$2 for each additional member 
Print name: ______________ 
 
Contact information (if different):   
Address: _________________________________ 
City: _____________________ State: _____   Zip: ________ 
Phone: __________________ e-mail:___________________ 



Board of Directors: 
President: Steve Stratton 541-231-8826 (scstratton@comcast.net)   
Vice President: Ron Perry 541-207-3407 (wrperry@gmail.com) 
Secretary: Nancy Hemming (nbhemming@comcast.net) 
Treasurer: Russ Milstein (russ@crystalvalley.com)  
 
At Large: Jim Hemming 541-752-8745 (cougarsmark@comcast.net), George 
Long 541 754-7953 (longg63@msn.com), Dale Lyster 541-745-7705 
(lyster1@comcast.net), Rod Kaiser 541 265-3763 (RodKaiser851@gmail.com), 
Rick Miller 541-754-1291 (rickm8778@gmail.com) 
 
Outings Committee: Jim Hemming (chair),  
Conservation Director: George Long (longg63@msn.com) 
Education Director: Charley Renn 541 753-9105 (charley@renns.org) 
Fly Tying Chair: “Vacant” 
Membership Chair: Dale Lyster 
Newsletter Editor: Rick Miller 541-754-1291(rickm8778@gmail.com)  
 
Copyright 2012 by the Mid Willamette Fly Fishers. Copying in excess of rights otherwise 
established under copyright law is permitted without individual permission or payment of a fee 
provided that copies are made or distributed for non-profit purposes and credit (author or 
illustrator name if stated, otherwise the MWFF) is given for the source. Abstracting with credit is 
permitted. Explicitly copyrighted material may only be used with the expressed permission of the 
copyright owner. 
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